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Shirley Pierce: Screenwriter

Bringing Hollywood's lessons to Queensland: Create for family audiences

Shidey Pieroe has developed sioryiines for some of Holywood's major stas,
including Cuba Gooding Wi Judd Dench and’ ks Anciiews Mo she Rag and
ooduces movies on e Goid Comst

here are many quist exports
that bring money Into
Cusensland. As one of the

buslest screemwriters inm the Smart
State, .5&1i|:'g'|:_1_.' Pierce’s work is ore of
those qulet exports.

She not |1r||_1_.r writes maorvies and tele-
vislom for Australian prodocers but
has a range of international clients,

At the recent launch of the Asia

5 I EY

gcuman guaansiand

Facibic Sereen Awands, the bdinister bor
Tourism and Falr Trading, Peter Lawlor
simgledd Shicley Fierce out as one of
Cucensland's sucoess storics becawse
of her current wark on a script for 2
CG] (computer animated] feature film
for profific produces Andres Vieente
Gomez of Lodafilms in Spain

“In one wesk recently, | had the
Spanish project, a Korean project ancd

a Hollywood profect all in disousskon
along with a television series in
Melbourne,” Ms Plerce sald. "1 love
living and working in Cheeenslamnd,
but | create content for o global
miarketpdace.”

Shirley Plerce cut her creative teeth
in the offices and on the sound
stages of one of the toughest film
markets in the world - Hollywood.
There she created and developed
filmas for MGM, Sony Pictures and
the Walt Disney Studicos whene shwe
worked an over two dofen projects
with responsibilities ranging from
story development o marketing and
merchandising, She has written for
slars such as Cuba Gooding Jr, Judi
Dench, Julie Andrews, Janet Jackson
and Roseanne Bars.

Her Ddsnmey credits include
Dinesaur (the ambitious and success-
ful USFEMmillion CG1 film), Hoee
O The Range and Meet The Robinsows.
L-:_'u_'.'l.l'l}', her credits include WWE'S
Murlne and the TV serles Sadile Club
and Morlifie, to name a few,

“I've worked in both bhwe action
amdd animation for prodecers in the
S, Anstralla and Japan. On any
tL‘I".'I_-]l project, [ may wrive the whale
screenplay or just the dialopue. T also
doctor scripts for producers who have
purchased scripts that need mework-
ing hefore -'.'hr}' ga Nk ]_:-r|||.I1.||.'l.".|||:'..'

KNOWS AUDIENCES

b5 Plerce attributes her success to her
awareness of the most important efe-
ment in fllmmaking - the audience,

“1 learmed early that flmmaking is
a business. Instead of selling 'wid-
geds”, we well entertainment. There 5
always a constant struggle between
cormmercs and ard. 11 a film s all ar -
cven award winning — awdiences
WON'E pay o dee it and investors loge
money — or X pavers i i govern-
ment funded. WMost soccessiul inde-
pendent films have artistic elements
that appeal strongly o very specific
target markets,

“Art doesn't have to be isolated. [t
|'|r_|'s_kih|¢ o build those elements into
 filrm with commerclal appeal. The
hottom line is that ifF a film cosesn™t
return ks Iinvestment, it's had busi-
ness,” she sid,




> » » FEATURE: CREATING FOR HOLLYWOOD

“Awards are wonderful < receplion
areas all over Los Angeles are deoo-
rated with them. But wou hawe to
muall inm Hee namiers at the box office
and pet pood ratimgs IF you want 1o
atay In business and have investors
come back for more.

“The consdstent winning business
model in the bex office sweepstakes
is the family film market, The demo-
graphic for family films is massive
and the market is El_nl;ml amd lucra-
tiwe. As a case in polnt, it's the model
followed by Walt Disney Studios, the
maost powerful content provider of
family entertainment in the word,
It"s particularly relevant now becausa
it's been historically proven that in
tight ecomomic tlmes, movles abways
Temain the g e entértainment of
chaige.”

ahirley Plepce’s goal is to write and
proiuce films that follow In the foot-
steps of Australian mega-successful
family films like Crocedile Dundee,
Miirbel's Weddiing, Hﬂf:lll'.'_l' Feet ancd
The Casfle,

“Mat only did Australian sudiences
flack to those fllms bur they wene
lovved by audiences around the world
because of thelr simple stores, lik-
able characterss and empowering endd-
ings,” she s@ikl. “They were rated PG
ar PG 13 and had universal ghemes
that evervone could relate bo,

“Family films don’t have fo be just
Cuddly animals or kids saving the world
... there's a huge eange of subject mattet
which appeals to an older audienee,”

INVESTOR RETURNS
Enowing that flms can be produced
in Australia for a fraction of their
Hollywood cost, Ms Pierce becls she's
in the right place at the right time.

The first two films on ker peoduac-
tioey slate are already In develop-
ment. One s an rreverent, CG1 ani-
mated comedy about a hip urban
feline named Muggs and the other
is a live-action romantic comedy
The Mating Game.

“Research  ¢ommissioned by
Ausiralla’s peak film funding body,
Screen Australia, places family films
and comedies in the highest scoring
categories of films preferred by
dusirallan audiences. %o that tells
you something. More importantly,
for longevity of the indusiry, the
returns are there,” ks Plerce said,

“I'm currently ralsing money for the
CG] animated feature which we can

[.'ﬂ'l:‘:duEE' at a fraction of the coss that
Hollywood studics pay,” Mz Plerce
said “The poderitial réturns are Enor-
mis, As an example, Hoodwinked, a
relatively inexpensive, small indepen.
dent flm made owver LUSS110millon
inot inciuding ancillaries such as
DVDs, TY and toys). Audlences are
ready 1o spend their hard earmed cash
when o filim graks them.,

“4At the atidio end of the market,
the CGI flm Swek took In
LSS 7SR 957 081 just at the box affice
inot including the ancillary market).
This is & hicrative business.”

Ms Perce is quick to point out
that in the family film market,
especially animation, the
ancillary market can produce
the best returns.

“Thee Howy oo nf a texhaee film = ie
DV, Pay TV, Broadoast TV, sound-
iracks, merchandising and most
mmportantly, video games - can pro-
duce more incoans than the box
offfice,” she said, *And there are no peo-
graphic limitations with animation.

“Families and children all over the
wiorld can relate and fall in love with
well drawn characters — all recorded
in the local language without sulsti-
tles. That makes the ancillary market
glohal.

"My daughters moom is a2 testa-
ment to the power of the ancillary
market for children, It% orammed
with maovle themed books, actbon fig-
ures aned boys,

“My |ob as a producer 15 o capl-
talise onn that, [t the same basic phi-
lsophy which any manufacturer
uwied = tor create a business that's cost-
effectlve and with a range of pro<d-
wikd that appeals to the broadest
market. Our product happens to
have storytelling, art and entertain-
ment as its selling polnts. How many
ather pmr:luﬁ.:. Feave such bailt in
advertising for thelr anclllary mar-
kets as films dot”

Her cumrent Gl animated feamure,
Muggs already has an award winning
director, a Grammy winning compos-
er and a major LS music star attacied.,

“We have two offers on the table to
take the production o Ching and
produce it there. Howewer, my goal s
to do it here in Queensland, [0 we
are currently mecting investors with
that in mind. The state is a global
leader in the computer games mar-
ket, why not build on that talent
base to make CGH feature films?"

Shireny Flerie has ais) 880 arfoped
iacal Aucoesaes - Wil shl writing
famdy senols for Holvwood -
Muges and The Saddla Clb sariea

| GIVING BACK

With extensive Hollywood experience
in her pocket, Shitey Pierce has new
become part of the Cueensland fillm

COTTIMILIAGTY ard Delieves in giving back,

She shares her expertise with
emerging Queensland screenwriters
at both Bond and Griffith aniwversi-
ties. She also assesses screenplays and
works with Queensland writers for
the Queensland film funding body,
the Paclfic Film and Television
Corporation.

“There is so0 much creative talent
here flush with original ideas,®
M5 Pierce said

%he has also been appointed to the
Cueenstand College of Art Industry
Advlsory Board, the Cueenslamd
Sereern Industey Councll, and lectunes
gt the Bond Uniwverslty Centre for
Film and Television.

“Oweensland is an awesome place
tor Livee, ™ his Pierce said, "Its wealth of
creative people and flm crews plus
the variety of locations and weather,
makes this the pre-eminent place o
support and make profitable flms.”
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